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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE* To improve the sharpness of either 
of a density gradation image or areal gradation 
image that are separated out of an image and to 
reproduce a half-tone dot meshed character 
sharply by separating the image as above-said 
and subjecting respective separate images to a 
gradation processing with a suitable dither 
pattern. 

CONSTITUTION: The title device is provided 
with an image identifying means 4 to identify 
an areal gradation image from a density 
gradation image, at least two kinds of dither 
processing means 2, 3, a means 5 to select dither 
processing most suitable for an identified image 
from the means 2, 3 corresponding to the result of the identification by the means 4. A 
photographic image and half- tone a dot/character image are separated from each other, 
and a collective type dither processing is applied to a photographic image area while a 
distributed type dither processing is to a half-tone dot/character image area. As a result, 
excessive smoothing is not achieved even for the photographic image area, hence, the 
sharpness is improved, moire in a half-tone dot/character area can be suppressed, and 
an output image of excellent sharpness can be obtained. 
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